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meanness of his persons. Gentlemen will now be en-
tertained with the follies of each other; and, though they
allow Cobb and Tib to speak properly, yet they are not
much pleased with their tankard, or with their rags : And
surely their conversation can be no jest to them on the
theatre, when they would avoid it in the street.

To conclude all, let us render to our predecessors what is
their due, without confining ourselves to a servile imitation
of all they writ; and without assuming to ourselves the title
of better poets, let us ascribe to the gallantry and civility of
our age the advantage which we have above them, and, to
our knowledge of the customs and manners of it, the
happiness we have to please beyond them.

